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Something scrotche5 scropes ond breothes; You
con heor it, you con feel it, but you con't see if.

Whot's moving there on the totolly dorkened
stoge? Whot is it thot hos neither o visible
form nor o shope? And whot does this dork-
ness set in motion - this long-losting dork-
ness which you must potiently endure while
the Düsseldorf-bosed NEUER TANZ group
performs its pieces - until the sheer ob-
sence of light finolly ollows you to see fhe
lightT The group's pieces ore entitled
LEITZ, dem Nachlaß verfa l len ILElTZ,
allowed to deteriorate, 1988) ond they
ore performed in complete dorkness,
using movement sequences left over
from eorlier choreogrophies. 0r else
they beor the descriptive title Räumen
(Creating Space, 7989/, becouse the
stoge is constontly being reshoped. The
doncers lie on their bocks ond stretch
their Iegs beyond the loterol limits of
the stoge, which mokes the stoge seern
to open upwords like o funnel.
/n ELEPSIE, d ie Künst ler  s ind anwe-
send (ELEPSIE, the ar t is ts are present,
1994), o white curtoin honging from
on ellipticol trock demorcotes o spoce
within the space. Filn projectors cre-
ote wolls of light; doncers with skate-
boords on their backs use the stoge's
reor wall os though it were o clonce
floor, os though the spoce hod been
turned bockwords ond set on edge.
Agoin ond agoin, doncers seoted in the
first row rush out of the oudience ond
onto the stoge, thus repeoling the spoce's
seporotion into ouditorium and stoge.
ln xyz, which premiered in 1996 ot the
Woild Theoter Festival in the old Fest-

spielhous in Hellerou neor Dresden, o gi'
gontic metal frome imposes its perspective

on our view of the scene, while the doncers
move olong perpendiculor lines upstoge ond

down or from left to right. But the rigid oxes
of the coordinote system olong which they

stride ore inevitobly set in motion when the
metol frome begins to turn, oncl whot seemed

like o fixed ond predetermined spoce unexpectedly

begins to expond ond controct.This piece looks different
in eoch spoce where it is performed; it is continuolly
being reworked ond odopted to suit the conditions of
eoch individuol theoter spoce. lfyou've seen o piece by
NEUER TANZ onlv once, you reolly hoven't seen it.
For visuol ortist VA Wölfl, who (ofter the deporture of
his longtime colloborator Wondo Golonko) is now olso
responsible for the choreography of these piecet the
oesthefic spoce rs no mere decoroted hollow shope
into which doncers con be placed. Spoce is much more
thon thot: it's o dynamic principle which continuolly
orises onew ond posses owoy ogain with eoch move-
ment of o doncer's body. Wölfl is willing to use ony and
everv meons to cleor spoce: movement, light, sound,
even time itself, which he repeotedly dilotes through
his use of slow-motion sequences. All of these el-
enents ore equolly volid ond mutuolly supportive in o
precarious equilibrium rother Lhon merely comple-
mentory ond loid over one onother.
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Towords the end of the 1?th century, the philos-
opher lmmonuel Kont declored spoce to be o form
of perception within humon consciousness.
Without the form-giving fromework provided by
consciousness, he argued, it would be imposs-
ible for us to perceive objects ot oll. Like Kont's
view of spoce, VA Wölfl\ work with spoce rs o
reflection upon the conditions which moke
spoce possibie os o subjective category. Wölfl's
work, therefore, represents his reseorch into
the fundomental Kantion preconditions of
experience, nomely, time ond spoce. Whot
forms con spoce assume, whot does spoce
look like, ond obove oll, how does spoce ollow
us to view spoce?,,Creating spoce means cleo-
ring ploces in which o god oppeors, places from
which the gods hove flown, ploces where
epiphony hesitotes for o long time." A recording
of thot stotement from Mortin Heidegger's Die
Kunst  und der Raum (Art  and Space, 7969i  rs
ployed oloud while Räumen is being performed.

The statement is progrommotic for the woy in
which pieces by the NEUER TANZ group use the
oestheflc spoce- lt emphosizes the foct thot spoce ond
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